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“Working together to
improve education for
all students.”

“SEE YOU ON THE JOURNEY.”

District 2
Newsletter
HIGHLIGHTS

Welcome Back!
As you begin your journey for the 2015-2016 school
year it is my pleasure as your School Board Member
for District 2, to share important news and information
to assist you in making it an easy and successful
transition.
I appreciate all the school administrators, teachers,
staff, parents and community stakeholders who
ensure our students are prepared and ready to
accomplish their dreams.

School Board Member T. Holloway
Retirement Celebration
School Board Member was pleased to celebrate the
retirement celebration of fellow School Board
Member, Wilbert T. Holloway.

~ Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall
School Board Member, District 2

Representative Stafford, D-109
Town hall Meeting
School Board Member Dr. Dorothy BendrossMindingall (D-2) was excited to attend the District
109 Town Hall meeting hosted by State
Representative Cynthia A. Stafford (D-109).

GirlPower is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit prevention and intervention social
change program that promotes positive behavior, enhances social skills
and improves academic performance in at-risk girls ages 11 – 17.

No More Stray Bullets 17th Annual
Press Conference
The No More Stray Bullets 17th Annual Press
Conference was held in honor of Rickia Isaac at the
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial High School.
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Honoring a Legend:
Life of Georgia Jones-Ayers
Allapattah Renamed on August 29th, 2015

Born Oct. 21, 1928, in Miami, Ayers grew up in the Railroad Shop
Colored Addition neighborhood — now Allapattah — that was
built for black railway workers, like her grandfather who worked
for the Florida East Coast Railway. That is until they were
removed from their homes and businesses by the city
government in 1947 after the School Board bought land to make
way for a school and park for white children from surrounding
neighborhoods.
Ayers, still a teenager, never forgot the night when the local
sheriff stormed in and removed her family and neighbors from
the only homes they had known. That night it rainedsoaking them
and their belongings. “The railroad was a way of life for Miami,”
Ayers said in a 2011 Miami Herald profile. Her grandmother’s
home was long gone but she carried its deed for the rest of her life.1
She pushed back against calling the area Allapattah, as it’s now known, and led efforts to rename local streets
and landmarks after the families who first called the neighborhood home. She succeeded in getting Allapattah
elementary local school named after the first African-American Florida teacher of the year, Lenora B. Smith.
On June 15th, 2015 a “poetic justice” took place, as the School Board voted to rename the Allapattah Middle
School after her.
The family of school board member Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall was one of those who lost their home to
make way for the school. It was important for her to take lead on ensuring this name change happen, and on
Wednesday, June 15th witnessed a poetic justice, as she voted to rename the school after Jones-Ayers. “It’s
come full circle. No one on this board has any disagreement. No one. That’s the beauty of where we are now,”
Bendross-Mindingall said.2
On Saturday, the community came together to honor such a fierce advocate for the children and families’ of
South Florida.

1
2

Miami Herald 02.17.2015
Miami Herald 06.17.2015
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MAGNET & CHOICE
PROGRAMS
IN DISTRICT 2

New Magnet Programs
Miami-Dade County Public Schools is proud to
announce its newest Magnet Program offerings.
You can visit http://yourchoicemiami.org/ and
see a list of new magnet programs throughout the
whole district.
Please contact the individual schools for more
information on each of the new programs. ‘

iTech@Thomas
Edison Educational Center, a Miami-Dade Magnet
High School, provides students with the
opportunity to conduct real-world field studies,
research and projects in an environment that
models today’s successful businesses. Students
will have an opportunity to earn industry
certifications while preparing for college and
beyond.

Jose De Diego Middle School
Engineering/Robotics at Jose De Diego Middle
will be created from an existing Project Lead the
Way program utilizing the academy model, and
focusing on advanced academics in science,
mathematics, and English applied to Robotic
Engineering concepts. This magnet academy has
real-world applications in medicine, law
enforcement, military services, aerospace, and
automotive industries.

Dana Albert "D. A." Dorsey came to Miami Florida
around 1896. He found employment working for
Henry Flagler as a carpenter on the Florida East
Coast Railroad. Dorsey was a man of action who
immediately realized the need to provide housing for
Black workers.
Blacks from Bahamas, Georgia and other parts of
the South built the city of Miami. With hard work and
sweat these men transformed Overtown into a
bustling community.
Dorsey purchased one parcel of land in Overtown at
a time, slowly expanding his venture. He solemnly
designed and constructed one rental house per
parcel, reinvesting the rental income to build more
rental properties throughout the city. He became one
of the first African American millionaires in Florida
and the American South. The first black-owned hotel
in Miami was his Dorsey Hotel, and he was the
owner of the Negro Savings Bank.

Local History: Dana

A. Dorsey

Dorsey was a firm believer in education and he
donated a large quantity of land for black schools,
such as the property at NW 71st Street and 17th
Avenue on which Dorsey High School (today known
as D. A. Dorsey Technical College) was later built.
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SCHOOL BOARD INFORMATION

Miami-Dade Schools Eliminating
Traditional Out-Of-School
Suspensions
School Board Meetings
Next Committee Meeting will take place
Wednesday, September 2nd, 2015 at
11a.m., 7th Floor, SBAB, 1450 NE 2nd
Avenue, Miami.
Next Board Meeting will take place
Wednesday, September 9th, 2015,
11a.m., Auditorium, SBAB, 1450 NE 2nd
Avenue, Miami.

Miami-Dade schools have included $3.2 million dollars in the district
budget to eliminate out-of-school suspension. The district is setting
up “success centers” so suspended students don’t disrupt
classrooms. The centers are staffed by teachers, social workers
and other service providers to work with the students – and keep
them on their classwork.
Research shows that minority students and students with
disabilities are more likely to be disciplined than their classmates. A
recent study showed black girls in Miami-Dade public schools
were disproportionately disciplined. Superintendent Carvalho
said the district will review who is disciplined and why, but he wants
eliminating out-of-school suspensions to be the priority.
The district’s revised discipline policy was just one of many new
ideas coming this fall in Miami-Dade public schools. Students will
have 53 more magnet and school choice programs, including a CSIinspired forensic science program and a national security program.
Miami-Dade public schools now have more than 500 school choice
programs. More than half of district students are enrolled in a choice
program.

District 2 - WORKING FOR
YOU!
Do you know someone who should be recognized
for their work improving the lives of our children
and families in District 2?
Would you like to assist our District 2 students to
achieve their academic and career goals?
Then, contact your District 2 Office TODAY!

CONTACT INFORMATION
OFFICES:
SBAB
1450 NE 2nd Avenue, 7th Floor
Miami, FL 33132
Phone: (305) 995-2311
Fax: (305) 995-2787
Satellite Office:
Charles R. Drew Community Center
1801 NW 60th Street
Miami, FL 33142
Phone: (305) 636-3363
EMAIL:
District2@dadeschools.net
WEBSITE:
www.District2.dadeschools.net
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
MDCPS_D2 #District2WorkingForYou

Students will also have an easier time getting to those programs
with new bus hubs. Students will have to get to the “flex stops” on
their own, but once there they can catch a ride to magnet programs
across the county.
As a result, say school leaders, the flex stops will give more
students a chance to enroll in magnet programs.
Some of those students will have access to the Internet while on
that bus ride. The district is installing WiFi on some of its buses this
year. The buses can also work as a hotspot. Carvalho says a bus
could stop at a park and provide Internet access in a neighborhood
that might not have a library or other public WiFi.
And some parents will be able to track their kids as they ride the
bus to and from school. The county will install GPS on about onethird of its buses. Parents can use a smart phone app to track the
bus’ location.
The district is also opening a community health clinic at Miami
Northwestern Senior High School while emphasizing science,
technology, engineering and math programs – particularly those
that teach computer programming, or coding.

Credit: Miami Herald
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Terri Williams
June 2015 -- Teri Williams has
solidified her role as a financial
stalwart
and
education
advocate. Ms. Williams is the
President
and
Chief
Operations Officer of the
largest
African-Americanowned bank in the country,
OneUnited Bank. The bank
boasts $620 million in assets, a
comprehensive online banking
presence and locations in
Miami, Los Angeles and
Boston. Ms. Williams oversees
the bank’s strategic initiatives
and day-to-day operations
including customer service,
information technology as well
as legal and human resources. Ms. Williams’ latest
endeavor is writing the book, “I Got Bank”, which teaches
children about financial literacy. The book encourages
parents to speak with their children about spending, saving
and sharing. Teri Williams is to be commended for her hard
work on the behalf of the children and families of South
Florida. Read more here.
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Dr. Marvin Dunn
July 2015 -- Dr. Marvin Dunn has
led a life of service to both his
Country and Community. Dr. Dunn
taught in the Department of
Psychology at Florida International
University for 34 years, retiring as
head of the department in 2006.
Born in DeLand, Florida, Dr. Dunn
was educated in the Florida public
school system. His family moved
to Miami in 1951. In 1961, he
earned a bachelor’s in psychology
from Morehouse College in
Atlanta. From 1961 to 1967, Dr.
Dunn served as a naval officer
aboard the aircraft carriers USS Kitty Hawk and Saratoga.
While commanding the 14th Battalion, U.S. Naval Recruit
Training Command in Illinois, Dr. Dunn studied at Chicago’s
Roosevelt University, earning a master’s in administration
and supervision. In 1972, he earned a Ph.D. in psychology
from the University of Tennessee. Read more here.

Sybrina Fulton

Attorney Abigail
Price-Williams
June 2015 -- County Attorney
Abigail Price-Williams has an
outstanding reputation as a
caring public servant and legal
expert. As the First Assistant
County Attorney, Mrs. PriceWilliams
oversees
and
supervises
the
Assistant
County Attorneys, support staff
and office operations. In
addition, she provides legal
counsel to the County’s
commissioners and numerous
County
departments
and
boards. Mrs. Price-Williams joined the County Attorney’s
Office 25 years ago. Prior to that, she headed the Office’s
Public Health Trust practice group and satellite office. She
led the office’s Miami International Airport practice group
and satellite office. She also has served as an Assistant
State Attorney for the 11th Judicial Circuit, where she was
responsible for prosecuting various felony offenses and
supervising a group of felony prosecutors. Abigail PriceWilliams is to be commended for enriching the lives of the
people of Miami-Dade County through her pursuit of justice
and community service. Read more here.

July 2015 -- The untimely death of Sybrina Fulton’s son
Trayvon Martin at the age of 17 sparked a national debate
regarding police reform and social justice. Since his
passing, Ms. Fulton has been able to transform this family
tragedy into social change. In honor of her son, she has
become a national advocate and role model. She
advocates for building better, safer communities and ending
violence towards children. She encourages families to
educate their children about their civil rights. She
emphasizes the need for children to feel accepted and a
valuable part of their community. Ms. Fulton has a legacy
of community service. She served the families of South
Florida for more than two decades while working for the
Miami-Dade County Housing Development Agency. Read
more here.
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Welcome Miami-Dade Legislative
Delegation

School Board Member and former State Representative Dr. Dorothy Bendross Mindingall (D-2) welcomes
the Miami-Dade Legislative Delegation to the School Board Meeting. We look forward to working together to
properly fund public education for all of our children.

Overtown Youth Center Perform ‘Lion King’

District 2 News: Overtown Youth Center children and staff's amazing performance of the Broadway musical,
The Lion King, was held at the Miramar Cultural Center on Aug. 8th. The show was spectacular! Kudos to
Founder Alonzo Mourning, Executive Director Tina Brown and staff for their hard work in educating and
directing our talented students.

Overtown Music & Arts Festival

School Board Member Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall (D-2) was excited to attend the 5th Annual Overtown
Music and Arts Festival. Great job to Headliner Market Group, Southeast Overtown/Park West CRA and Miami
Vice Chair Keon Hardemon for another successful event! It was a great day of delicious food, talented artists,
and amazing fun for all who attended.
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Miami Northwestern Blue &
Gold 60th Anniversary Worship
Service
.

School Board Member Dr. Dorothy Bendross Mindingall (D-2)
was proud to bring greetings at the Miami Northwestern Senior
High Blue and Gold Worship Experience held at New Birth
Baptist Church on Aug. 9th. Thanks to our alumni, school
administration and staff for attending this wonderful event.
Great job to Principal Wallace Aristide for delivering
inspirational remarks and to our talented students for their
musical performances. Join US at our upcoming 60th
Anniversary Reunion events throughout the year.

Board Member
Attends the Parade of
Classes at Miami
Northwestern Senior
High
School Board Member Dr. Dorothy
Bendross-Mindingall (D-2) was proud to
attend the Parade of Classes at Miami
Northwestern Senior High School's 60th
Anniversary Reunion Celebration. Thanks to
Principal Wallace Aristide, administration,
teachers, staff, and alumni for motivating the
Class of 2016 on their 1st day of their last
year of high school. #BullsForLife!
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MORE DISTRICT 2 SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

Board Member Brings Greetings to Kelsey Pharr Elementary
Administration
School Board Member Dr. Dorothy BendrossMindingall (D-2) was excited to bring greetings to
the administration and teachers at Kelsey Pharr
Elementary School. We thank you all for your hard
work and dedication to educating our children.
Great Job to Principal Dr. Carol Sampson, lead
teacher Mr. Samuel Wims, and staff for organizing
a successful event for our community!

Board Member Welcomes Brownsville Middle Students on First Day of
School
School Board Member Dr. Dorothy BendrossMindingall (D-2) welcomed Brownsville Middle
students on their First day of School. Thanks to
Principal Ebony Dunn, administration, teachers,
staff, State Representative Cynthia A. Stafford (D109), Aaron McKinney, Marlon Hill, and City Year
for greeting our students on the "Red Carpet"! We
will work hard to make sure every student has a
safe and successful year. Go Falcons!

Urban League of Greater Miami Welcomes District 2 Principals
School Board Member Dr. Dorothy BendrossMindingall (D-2) joins District 2 Principals at an
important education meeting hosted by the Urban
League of Greater Miami. Thanks to our principals,
teachers and staff for your hard work to educate
and protect our children.
Thanks to Urban League President T. Willard Fair,
Ms. Sharron Henley, and staff for your continued
support.
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AROUND DISTRICT 2

Miami Children’s Initiative
Honors Dr. Bendross-Mindingall
School Board Member Dr.
Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall
(D-2) for her public service and
for educating our children and
families at the MCI Summer
Learning Graduation
Ceremony held at Charles R.
Drew Community Center.
Thanks to Ms. Terry
Rutherford, parents, teachers
and supporters for your
passion and dedication to
improving the lives of our
Liberty City children.

National Community Health Week
Jessie Trice Community Health Center celebrates
National Community Health Week at their clinic located in Liberty
City. We are grateful to CEO Annie Neasman and staff for
improving the health of our children and families in our community.

9th Annual Sherdavia Jenkins
Memorial Service
School Board Member Dr. Dorothy Bendross
Mindingall (D-2) joined the Jenkins family,
community leaders and children to
commemorate the 9th Annual Sherdavia
Jenkins Memorial Service held in Liberty City.
"We must not let the memory of Sherdavia be
forgotten. We must protect the lives of all of
our children."

Circle of Brotherhood Honors Dr.
Bendross-Mindingall
School Board Member Dr. Dorothy Bendross
Mindingall(D-2) was recognized for her public
service and commitment to educating our
children and families. Thank you Mr. Melvin
El, Mr. Leroy Jones and the Circle of
Brotherhood for this prestigious honor.

Employ Miami-Dade Graduates
School Board Member Dr. Dorothy Bendross
Mindingall (D-2) commends the 22 graduates
of the Employ Miami-Dade Initiative housed at
D.A. Dorsey Technical College in Liberty City.
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District 2 Gives Back!

There are many families in
need in South Florida
throughout the year. Dr.
Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall
(D-2) has joined with several
elected officials to provide
families in the District 2 region
fresh produce and meat. On
August 22nd, she partnered
with Miami-Dade County
Chairman Jean Monestime
(D-2), State Representative
Cynthia Stafford (D-109) and
State Senator Dwight Bullard
(D-39), to distribute fresh food
to our Liberty City families.
Thanks to Farm Share for your
work in providing food and
beverages for the residents in
our community and throughout
the State.

Stop the Violence Talent Show &
Backpack Giveaways
Dr. Bendross-Mindingall (D-2) alongside United Teachers of Dade
(UTD) joined The Circle of Brotherhood in the inaugural “Back to
School Talent Show.” School Board Member Dr. Dorothy Bendross
Mindingall (D-2) was proud of the talented students at the District 2
Back to School Celebration held at Charles R. Drew Community
Center in Liberty City. We thank our partners, the Circle of
Brotherhood and the United Teachers of Dade, for planning such a
wonderful event for our children. Thanks to our sponsors, our
children and parents received book bags, back packs, school
supplies, free Ibiley polo certificates, Vizcaya family passes, gift
cards, Election information, food, and so much more.
Congratulations to our student winners for treating us to your
amazing talent!
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Sicklecell500
09.26.15
The Sickle Cell Disease Association of America
Miami-Dade County Chapter needs your
support. September is Sickle Cell Month and we
want you to spread the word. So, during the
month of September, we are asking our
supporters to commit to making a tax-deductible
donation to help us, help families adversely
impacted by Sickle Cell Disease and Sickle Cell
Trait.
The Sickle Cell 5000 Run/Walk is our annual
event which brings awareness and raises funds
for the SCDAA Miami-Dade County Chapter.
The Sickle Cell 5000 is comprised of a certified
course which includes digital timing recording for
all runners. As we continue to raise funds and
increase awareness for Sickle Cell, the ultimate
goal of the Sickle Cell 5000 is to increase
awareness and "Help Break the Sickle Cycle!"
Sickle Cell 5000 will be held at sun Life Stadium
on Saturday, September 26th, 2015.
Visit www.sicklecellmiami.org for more info.
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