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Dear Community,
As your School Board Member for District 2, it is my
pleasure to share the wonderful accomplishments
and news happening in our community.
It was an honor to celebrate our hard working
educators during Teacher Appreciation Week (May
4th – 8th). Our dedicated teachers ensure our
students are prepared and ready to accomplish their
dreams! I commend our teachers for a job well done
every day of the year! #ThankATeacher

Law Day at Brownsville Middle
Hamilton, Miller and Birthisel, LLP launched their
educational partnership with our students at
Brownsville Middle School on May 1, 2015.

- Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall
School Board Member, District 2
District 2 Gives Back
Teachers, staff, students, and community leaders
volunteered with Farm Share to distribute fresh food
to Liberty City residents on May 2, 2015.

With some of our wonderful educators - Lead Teacher Samuel Wims,
Principal Dr. Carol Sampson, and United Teachers of Dade President
Dr. Fedrick Ingram at Kelsey Pharr Elementary School.

Lorah Park Career and Truck Day
Professionals took time to speak with our students
about their exciting careers and the importance of
doing well in school on May 6, 2015.
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Where is the outcry
from the community?
By:

Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall (D-2)

It seems that some of our
legislators have forgotten how
strenuous
the
testing
experience can be on a child.
Some of them believe that
months of class instruction and
homework time must reflect in a
single test score. A score that is
intended to reflect the child’s
aptitude — regardless of the
resources available to them.
Nevertheless, no matter the
circumstance, a test only
reflects a snapshot of that
student’s capabilities and we do
not help capture a student’s true
potential by providing an
unorganized
testing
experience.
The
state’s
decision to implement a test that
they were not prepared for will
ultimately cause our students to
suffer.
You do not need to be a
current student to understand
the psychological implications
that inconsistent testing has
placed on our students. The
Florida State Assessment
(FSA), which was approved by
the state last year, has proven
problematic for our school
system, our administrators, our
teachers, our parents and,
most importantly, our
students. According to state
officials, technical issues seem
to be the main culprit when the
tests were first administered in
March. Despite the rhetoric
coming from Tallahassee
claiming that these technical

issues have been resolved,
testing had to be suspended
yet again due to server
complications.
The largest issue has involved
the computer testing portion of
the state exam. As educators,
we cannot focus only on the
computer glitches and overlook
the effects this has on our
children and our schools. How
do we accurately measure
those students who did not
have access to a computer at
home? Or what about the
schools that had a limited
amount of computers for our
students to test on? We must
remind ourselves that this test
directly impacts our children’s
lives in monumental ways! I
continue to believe that highstakes testing is punitive and
this premature roll out of the
FSA caused an additional
burden on an-already tolling
experience for our students.
While I do support testing our
students, I do not support the
state holding our students
accountable for a flawed
testing experience.

As stakeholders in the success
and protection of our children
we need to do more. MiamiDade is the largest county in
the state, however, our
community has been too silent
on behalf of our students.
Where is the outcry? Where
are our citizens demanding
more from our elected officials
in Tallahassee? Where are our
citizens demanding the
governor to produce a testing
environment that benefits our
children and not just the test
makers? How much more
emotional stress will we add
onto our children, but still
demand they perform at
optimal levels? If we stand by
in silence, we do an injustice to
our children and our future. It is
up to us to raise our voices and
demand accountability to those
who were elected to serve.

DISTRICT 2 IN THE NEWS

Op-Ed published by The Miami
Times and The Miami Herald.
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READY FOR COLLEGE!!!
On April 24th, the School for
Advanced Studies held their
College Acceptance
Ceremony at the Miami-Dade
College Kendall Campus.
Congratulations to our
graduating seniors for being
accepted to Top 50
institutions across the
country.
We are very proud of your
academic achievements!

Community Day at Miami
Northwestern Senior
[Article Author]
Dr. Dorothy BendrossMindingall (D-2) was
excited to attend the
Increase the Peace
Community Day at Miami
Northwestern Senior High
School in Liberty City. We
commend City Year for
organizing this wonderful
event.

by

Students were able to
apply for jobs, receive
information on applying for
college, and sign up for
after school and
enrichment programs
offered in our community.
Thanks to Principal
Aristide, teachers, staff,
universities and
community organizations
for providing valuable
resources for our students.
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SCHOOL BOARD INFORMATION

2015 Legislative
Session Updates
by: The M-DCPS Office of Intergovernmental Relations, Grants
Administration and Community Engagement

School Board Meetings
Next Committee Meeting will take place
Wednesday, June 10, 2015, 11a.m.,
7th Floor, SBAB, 1450 NE 2nd Avenue,
Miami.
Next Board Meeting will take place
Wednesday, June 17, 2015, 11a.m.,
Auditorium, SBAB, 1450 NE 2nd Avenue,
Miami.

District 2 - WORKING FOR YOU!
Do you know someone who should be recognized
for their work improving the lives of our children and
families in District 2?
Would you like to assist our District 2 students to
achieve their academic and career goals?
Then, contact your District 2 Office TODAY!

CONTACT INFORMATION
OFFICES:
SBAB
1450 NE 2nd Avenue, 7th Floor
Miami, FL 33132
Phone: (305) 995-2311
Fax: (305) 995-2787
Satellite Office:
Charles R. Drew Community Center
1801 NW 60th Street
Miami, FL 33142
Phone: (305) 636-3363
EMAIL:
District2@dadeschools.net
WEBSITE:
www.District2.dadeschools.net
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
MDCPS_2
#District2WorkingForYou

The Florida Legislature passed HB 7069 modifying the state’s
educational accountability system. The bill included several of
the Board’s legislative priorities including eliminating the
requirement for students to take the 11th grade English
Language Arts Florida Standards Assessment (FSA); reducing
the percentage that student performance on statewide
assessments accounted for as part of a teacher’s evaluation;
and eliminating the requirement for the development of a
district developed end of course exam for every
course. Although the bill does not have a transition period, the
bill does require a third party to determine the validity of the
assessment and prohibits the release of school grades and the
use of the data for teachers’ evaluation until such time that it is
determined that the assessment is valid.
The 2015 Legislative Session came to a screeching halt on the
57th day, Tuesday, April 28, 2015, when the Florida House of
Representatives sine die at 1:15 pm, abruptly leaving without a
state budget and many of the joint legislative priorities and
member bills to die on the calendar. The divide on the issue of
Medicaid expansion and brought the Florida Legislature
crashing as each side refused to modify its position. At this
point, a special session will need to be convened in order to
pass the annual appropriations act by July 1 st. The discord
between the two chambers continued through Wednesday,
April 29, 2015, when the Senate accused the Florida House of
Representatives of violating the Florida Constitution by leaving
more than 72 hours prior to the scheduled conclusion of the
session without a joint resolution.
If only to complicate matters further, Governor Scott filed
lawsuit against the federal administration over the termination
of the Low Income Pool (LIP) funding alleging that the federal
healthcare agency is coercing the state to expand Medicaid.
Senate President Andy Gardiner and Speaker of the House
Steve Crisafulli have scheduled June 1-20, 2015, to hold the
2015-A Special Session. In addition to passing the State
Budget, legislators will address Medicaid Expansion, LIP
funding, water and land protection funding, medical profession
issues and tax cuts.
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Law Day at
Brownsville
Middle
On May 1st, I had the honor of
attending Law Day 2015 as the
Law Firm of Hamilton, Miller &
Birthisel, LLP launched its
official partnership and
adoption of Brownsville Middle
School. The event included
Managing Partner, Jerry D.
Hamilton, who served as
“Principal of the Day,” United
States Southern District Court
Judge Marcia Cooke offering
inspiring remarks, as well as a
mock trial collaboration with the
students and firm attorneys.
Thanks to Marlon Hill and his
firm for establishing this
educational partnership that
will improve the lives of our
students at Brownsville Middle
School. Go Falcons!

Career Day at Lorah Park Elementary
The May 6th event was a tremendous success for our students at Lorah Park Elementary School in
Brownsville! Thanks to all of the professionals for taking time to speak with our students about their careers
and the importance of getting an education. We commend Principal Maria LaCavalla, Assistant Principal
Maria Gancedo-Guzman, and Mr. Jamal King for organizing this wonderful event. Go Eagles!
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MORE DISTRICT 2 SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

On April 29th, it was my pleasure to
attend the Edible Garden Unveiling
Ceremony at Kelsey Pharr Elementary
School. Thanks to our partners, The
Education Fund and Citi, for hosting
the first “Citi Gardens Grown with The
Education Fund” food distribution in
District 2. Students and their families
were able to pick up harvest bags,
watch cooking demonstrations, and
begin their own home herb gardens.
Great Job to Principal Dr. Carol
Sampson, lead teacher Mr. Samuel
Wims, and staff for organizing a
successful event for our community!

On April 25th, Liberty City Elementary School hosted Family Fest.
Attendees were welcomed by a student step show. The fun continued
outside with various activities for the entire family including
parent/student basketball games, science stations, and face painting!
Great job to Principal Dr. Orna Campbell, teachers, staff, Communities
in Schools and the Urban Partnership Drug Free Community Coalition.

On May 14th, in honor of “Get Caught Reading Month”, MCNA
donated 100 books to Broadmoor Elementary’s library, as well as
provided each child with a copy of their own book, “Itty Bitty Baby
Teeth,” which highlights the importance of preventative dental care.
MCNA also contributed $500.00 which will be used to purchase
composition books for all students. Thanks to Principal Dr. Riaz,
MCNA, Mr. Tooth, and the Tooth Fairy for this great partnership!
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AROUND DISTRICT 2

Charles R. Drew students visit
Miami International Airport
Dr. Dorothy BendrossMindingall (D-2) was thrilled to
join our 2nd grade students at
Charles R. Drew K-8 Center for
an educational and exciting
tour of the Miami International
Airport. Thanks to Principal
Lewis, Asst. Principal Mr. Ford,
teachers, and chaperones for
organizing this wonderful
opportunity for your students.
We are also grateful to Mr.
Owens, Ms. Duff, and
Firefighter McKenna for
exposing our children to
exciting careers at the Miami
International Airport.

Historic Hampton House
Dr. Bendross-Mindingall (D-2) was honored to join
Miami Vice Chair Keon Hardemon (D-5) and State
Representative Cynthia A. Stafford (D-109) at the
Grand Re-Opening Celebration of the Historic
Hampton House located in Brownsville on May 8,
2015.

Haitian Heritage Cultural Month
Dr. Bendross-Mindingall (D-2) and Superintendent
Alberto Carvalho recognized our talented HaitianAmerican dance students who performed at our May
13th School Board Meeting.

KAPPA Career Day at Drew K-8
Dr. Bendross-Mindingall (D-2) and the Miami Alumni of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. invited male senior high school students to
listen and speak with fraternity members about their professional
careers on May 16th. Students participating in the Kappa League
are provided mentors, educational resources and career advice.

Community Meeting at Allapattah
Middle School
Dr. Bendross-Mindingall (D-2), along with
community leaders, and son, George, discuss the
renaming of the school in honor of the late Georgia
Jones-Ayers. Thanks to Principal Bridget
McKinney, PTA President Regina Davis, Mr.
Kenneth Kilpatrick, teachers, parents, police
officers, and students for supporting this important
initiative on May 14th.
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District 2 Gives Back

Dr. Dorothy BendrossMindingall (D-2) joined State
Senator Dwight Bullard (D-39),
County Commissioner Audrey
Edmonson (D-3), Miami Mayor
Tomas Regalado, Miami Vice
Chair Keon Hardemon (D-5),
and Samantha Quarterman to
distribute fresh food to our
Liberty City families. Thanks to
Farm Share for your work in
providing food and beverages
for the residents in our
community and throughout the
State. Special shout outs to
our wonderful volunteers from
D.A. Dorsey Technical College,
Poinciana Park Elementary,
Turner Tech Senior High, Lillie
C. Evans K-8 Center, MEYGA,
Liberty Square Council, Circle
of Brotherhood, City Year, YPN
Miami, and so many
community organizations.
NEXT EVENT: If you would
like to volunteer, join us at our
next Farm Share Food
Distribution event on Friday,
June 5th, 10a.m. – 1p.m. at
Roberto Clemente Park, 101
NW 34th Street, Miami.
(Volunteers are asked to arrive
by 8a.m.)
#District2GivesBack
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